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CHAPTER ONE 


1:1 


[A] [56a] There are four new years: 


[B] (1) the first day of Nisan is the new year for kings and festivals; 
[C] (2) the first day of Elul is the new year for tithing cattle. 
[D] R. Eleazar and R. Simeon say, “It is on the first day of Tishré.”’ 
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It is written: “This month [Nisan] shall be to you the beginning of 
months (Ex. 12:2).To you [for kings and festivals]’ it shall be a 
beginning, but it is not a beginning for the years in general, e.g., 
Sabbaticals, Jubilees, the young trees, and vegetables. 


But might I say that to you it is a beginning, but it is not a beginning 
for [the reign of] kings or for [the order of] festivals? 


R. Jacob bar Aha [and] R. Yosé in the name of R. Yohanan [said], “It 
is written: ‘and he [Solomon] began to build [the temple] in the second 
month in the second in the fourth year of his reign’ (2 Chronicles 3:2). 
It [Scripture] paralleled the fourth year of his reign to the second which 
refers to months. Just as we do not count the second which refers to the 
month except from Nisan, likewise we do not count the second which 
refers to the fourth year of his reign except from Nisan. 


“Or perhaps it is not so, but [the second] means the second day in the 
month. 


“Wherever Scripture says second meaning the day of the month, it says 
so explicitly. 


“Or perhaps it is not so, but [the second] means the second day in the 
week [Monday]? 


“We have not found such dating in Scripture.” 


But is it not written and there was evening, “and there was morning, 
the second day’ (Gen. 1:8)? 


